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Docket No.: 122.1392 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of. 
Masahiro ICHIMI 

serial NO. 09/506,814 Group Art Unit: 2113 

Confirmation No. 8304 

r-., . T u 1R 9nnn Examiner: Yolanda L. Wilson 

Filed: Febnjary 18, 2000 

For: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 

.pn..P.^T FOR E y'=^"T.nM nP FORM PTn-144q OF IDS FILED OCTOBER 10, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

BACKGROUND 

Applicants have undertaken successive steps to assure that a Japanese published 
application JP 64-47154 (JP '154) and both an Abstract and a complete English language 
translation of same be made of record herein. 



FIRST IDS 

A first IDS, filed August 6, 2003 with a related RCE. supplied a copy of JP '1 54 and an 
English language Abstract thereof. (Copies enclosed as Exhibit A) 

A Notice of Allowance, mailed August 25, 2003, provided an initialed and signed copy of 
the related Form PTO-1449. (Copy enclosed as Exhibit B) 



SECOND IDS 

Applicants wished to obtain consideration of a complete English language translation of 
JP -154 and accordingly a second (Supplemental) IDS supplying same was filed on September 
10,2003 (Exhibit C). 



A communication from me Examiner, mailed March 24, 2004 supplied (undated) Paper 
NO. 17 attaching a copy of .he related Fom, PTO-1449, initialed and signed and dated January 
29, 2004 (Exhibit D). 

THIRD IDS AND SUBSEQUENT RCE 

„ appear, that applicant's attorney as of that time, Ms. Gilsdorf, was concerned that the 
supplemental (second) flled September 10, 2003 ,DS may have been incorrectly f„ed. 

Accordingly, attorney Gilsforf filed a third IDS with a complete English language 
..nslal Of 154 on October 10, 2003 (Exhibit E). ,t appears applicants aUomey G.lsdoK 
was concerned about the adequacy of this filing. 

Hence, an RCE was flled October 29, 2003, expressly citing the IDS flled OcU>ber 10, 
2003 as the required "submission" under 37 CFR § 1 .114. (Copy enclosed as ExhM F) 
A Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, mailed June 2, 2004, ^-^^^a that i. is 
,.sponslve to me RCE flled October 29, 2003. explains at page 2, item 2, «iat the IDS flled 
orer 10, 2003 fails to comply with vadous provisions of the CFR and MPEP because. 

,,KrnL":pis!=,^^s^SJ» 

has not been considered as to the ments. 

The statement further asserts that the effective date of any resubmission of any infomration 
Ln:"lDSorthe submission Of any missing 

rpuZses Of detemilnlng compliance with the .quirement..., including all ce*a.on 

..«^or -^7 CFR 1 97(e) (Copy enclosed as Exhibit tj). 
requirements for statements under 37 ChK i.y/^e;. ^i^upy 

REQUEST 

Applicants respectfully requestthat the Examiner reconsiderthe status of thelDSflled 

October 10, 2003 (Exhibit E). 

The flrst IDS supplying the Japanese published application JP '154 provided the requisite 
certmcaflon under 37 CFR 1 .97<e, therefore-and consideraflon o, ^^^^^^^"^ 
concurrently flled Abstract was conflnned by the Examinees execuflon o"^-^^;™ 
PTO-1449. (Exhibits Aand B). Hence, no further certiflcaflon of the bas,c document o, JP 164 

was necessary. 



The second IDS supplied a complete English language translation of JP •154 and 
consideration was con(im>ed by the Examiner by executing the related Fom, PTO-1449 (Exhibits 
C and D). 

The third IDS and subsequent RCE were filed out of an over abundance of caution by 
MS. Gilsdorf-and whether or not redundant, clearly, there is no basis for the Examiner to refuse 
consideration for same because of any lack of certification under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e). 

Accordingly, applicants request that the Examiner sign a copy of the Form PTO-1449 of 
the IDS filed September 10, 2003 (Exhibit E), taking further into account the RCE filed October 
29, 2003 and return same to the undersigned; a copy of the Form PTO-1449 is separately 
attached hereto for convenience of the Examiner. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: Julv 8. 2004 



1201 New York Ave, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 



By: 




H. J. St; 
Registn 



No. 22,010 
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FORM PTO-1449 



U S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

122.1392 


APPLICATION NO. 

09/506,814 


" FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Masahiro ICHIMI 


FILING DATE 

February 18. 2000 


GROUP ART UNIT 

2184 



♦EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




AA 
















AB 
















AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 



















DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


TRANSL 
YES 


ATION 
NO 




AG 


64-47154 


2/21/89 


Japan 






XX 






AH 


















Al 


















AJ 


















AK 


















AL 

















OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AM 



TRANSLATION 
YES NO 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


*EXAIVIINER- Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPbP bOy. Uiaw line u.iuuyi. 
cS^n if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this torn with next communication to applicant 
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S&H Form: PTO/SB/30 (2/01) 

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 



TRANSMITTAL 

(INCLUDING FILING FEE AND/OR PETITION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME FEE) 



Subsection (b) of 35 U.S.C. §132. effective May 29. 2000 
provides for corttinued examiriation of a utility orplar\t application 
filed on or after June 8, 1995. 
See Ttie American inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA) 



To: Commissioner for Patents 
Box RCE 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 


Attorney Docket No.: 122. 1392 


First Named 
Inventor 


Masahiro ICHIMI 


Application No. 


09/506.814 


Group Art Unit 


2184 


Filing Date' 


February 18, 2000 


Examiner 


Yolanda L. Wilson 


CPA Filing Date 




Confirmation No 


8304 


Title of Invention 


COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 


This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1 .114 of the above-identified 
application. 

NOTE- 37 C F R §1 1 14 is effective on IVlay 29, 2000. If the above-identified application was filed prior to May 29, 2000, applicant may 
Sto c^Jslderfiiinga continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 C.F.R. §1.53{d) (PTO/SB/29) instead of a RCE to be e g.ble 
for Sie pTtent term adjustment pro>Ilslons of the AlPA. See Changes to Application Exam naton and Provisional Applic^ton Pract.ce, 
n erim Rute 65 Fed. Reg. 14865 (March 20, 2000), 1233 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 47 (Apr. 11, 2000). which established RCE practice. 



ISubmission required under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 (Box a or b must be completed) 



a. □ Previously submitted , r-. ^ 
I □ Consider the amendment(s)/reply under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 16 previously filed on 

(Any unentered amendment(s) referred to above will be entered). 

ii. □ Consider the arguments In the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on _ 

iii. □ Other 

b. S Enclosed 

i. □ Amendment/Reply 

ii. □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 

iii. ^ Infonnation Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

iv. □ Other 

2. « — ^ ^ 

1 Miscellaneous . — — rrrr' 

a □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. §1 03(c) for a period of 

months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months: Fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i) required). 

b. □ Other 
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$ 750 00 


sinnfi an Official Action set an oriainai aue aaie ot , peiiiion is nereuy 

r>ri<^Ar\ 4r\r f^r> ov+aneirtn r\f timo tn r-CVJf^f thp HfltP thi^ RCE IS filsd for 
niaQS TOr aM SXlciiolUII Ul III lie iw (wfUVCi ii ic uaic; ii no io iiii^u, iwi 

which the requisite fee is enclosed (1 month ($110); 2 months ($410); 
3 months ($930); 4 months ($1,450); 5 months ($1,970)): 




Suspension Fee ($130.00) 




Total of above Calculations = 


$ 750.00 


Reduction by 50% for filing by small entity (Note 37 C.F.R. 1.9, 1.27. 1.28). 




TOTAL FEES DUE = 


$ 750.00 


4. □ Small entity status: 

a. □ Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status. 

b. □ A Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status was previously filed and such 

status is still proper and desired. 

c. □ is no longer claimed. 

5. □ Other: 


6. METHOD OF PAYMENT 


13 A rheck in the amount of $ $750.00 is enclosed. 

□ Charge 'TOTAL FEES DUE" to Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. (a duplicate copy of this form is 

enclosed.) 


7. GENEFIAL AUTHORIZATION 


F?| The Commissioner is tiereby authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 (filing 
fees) or 37 C.F.R. 1.17 (processing fees) during the prosecution of this application and of any related application(s) claiming 
benefit hereof pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §120 to maintain pendency hereof and of any such related application to: 
Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 


8. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 


STAAS & HALSE 

III III 

21171 

PATENT TRADEMARK OF 


EYllp 

II 

FICE 


9. SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OR AGENT REQUIRED 


NAME 


Christine Joan Gilsdorf 


REGISTRATION NO. 43,635 


SIGNATURE 




DATE ^^3' ^.20^5 
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Attorney Docket No. 122.1392 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Masahiro ICHIMI 

Application No.: 09/506,814 Group Art Unit: 2184 

Filed: February 18, 2000 Examiner: Yolanda L. Wilson 

For: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR § 1.56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of 
the subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of 
record if it is deemed material to the examination of the subject application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

1a. Kl Form PTO-1449. 

lb. ^ Copies of IDS citations. 

1c. □ An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign 

application or a PCT International Search Report. 
Id. ^ English language translation (abstract) attached to each non-English 

language publication. 

1e. □ Explanations of Relevancy of References (ATTACHMENT 1 (e), hereto) for 

providing a concise explanation of each non-English publication. 
1f. □ List of Copending Applications (ATTACHMENT 1(f), hereto). 
1g. □ List of Additional Submitted Documents (ATTACHMENT 1(g), hereto). 

2. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(b): 

" {Check either Item 2a or 2b or 2c or 2d) 
2a. □ Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 

Continued Prosecution Application under § 1 .53(d); 
2b. □ Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 

§ 1.491 in an international application. 
2c. □ Before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; or 
2d. □ Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for 

Continued Examination under § 1.114. 



2 



Serial No.: 09/506,814 



3. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) after the period 

specified in paragraph 2 above but before the mailing date of any of a Final Office 
Action under § 1 .1 1 3, a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .31 1 or an action that othenA/ise 
closes prosecution in the application, AND 

{Check either Item 3a or 3b; Item 3b to be checked if 
any reference known for more than 3 months) 

3a. □ The §1 .97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable; OR 
3b. □ The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is: 

□ enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

4. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(d) after the period 

specified in paragraph 3 above, but on or before payment of the Issue Fee, AND 
4a. n The § 1 .97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable; AND 
4b. □ The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is: 

□ enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. 

5. □ Statement under § 1 .97(e) {applicable if Item 3a or Item 4a is checked) 

{Check either Item 5a or 5b) 

5a. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(1 ), it is stated that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

5b. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(2), it is stated that no item of 

information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and. to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was known by any individual designated 
in §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

6. □ This is a continuation/divisional/continuation-in-part application under 37 CFR § 

1.53(b). 

{Check appropriate Items 6a and/or 6b) 

6a. □ Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which 

were previously cited in prior application Serial No. , filed on , and 

which is relied on for an eariier effective filing date for the subject 
application under 35 U.S.C. § 120, have been omitted pursuant to 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d). 

6b. □ Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which 

were not previously cited in prior application Serial No. , filed on . and 

which is relied on for an eariier effective filing date for the subject 
application under 35 U.S.C. § 120, are provided herewith. 
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7. ^ This is a continuation/divisional application under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d) or a Request for 

Continued Examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 

{Check either Item 7a or 7b) 
7a. □ The Issue Fee has not been paid. 

7b. A Petition to Withdraw from issue under 37 CFR § 1 .31 3(c) is filed 
concurrently herewith or has been granted. A continuation/divisional 
application under 37 CFR § 1.53(d) or a Request for Continued 
Examination under 37 CFR 1.114, after payment of the Issue Fee, is 
proper in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.53(d)(1)(ii) or 37 CFR 1.1 14(a), 
respectively. 

8. □ This is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. 

{Check either Item 8a or 8b) 

8a. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR § 

1.97(f) supplements the information Disclosure Statement filed on . A 

bona fide attempt was made to comply with 37 CFR § 1 .98, but inadvertent 
omissions were made. These omissions have been corrected herein. 
Accordingly, additional time is requested so that this Supplemental IDS can 
be considered as if properly filed on . 

8b. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is timely filed within 
one (1 ) month of the Notice under 37 CFR § 1 .97 and 1 .98, mailed _. 

9. ^ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98. a concise explanation of what is presently 

understood to be the relevance of each non-English language publication is: 
{Check appropriate Items 9a, 9b, 9c and/or 9cl) 
9a. □ satisfied because all non-English language publications were cited on the 
enclosed "English language version of the search report or action which 
indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office". (See MPEP 
§ 609, Minimum Requirements for an Information Disclosure Statement, 
Part A(3): Concise Explanation of Relevance, 8th Ed.) 
9b. □ set forth in the application. 

9c. ^ satisfied because an English language translation (abstract) is attached to 

each non-English language publication. 
9d, □ enclosed as Attachment 1(e), hereto. 

10. No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is. or is considered to 
be, material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other 
than search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a PCT International 
Search Report, if submitted herewith). 37 CFR §§ 1 .97(g) and (h). 
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1 1 . The Commissioner is authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any additional fee 
required under 37 CFR § 1.17 for this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit 
Account No. 19-3935. 

. Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Dated: 

1201 New YorlMve.. I^.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 434-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 434-1501 
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By: 




Christineyoan Gilsdorf 
Registrauon No. 43,635 
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ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

122.1392 


APPLICATION NO. 

09/506,814 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Masahiro ICHIMI 


FILING DATE 

February 18, 2000 


GROUP ART UNIT 

2184 



FORM PTO-1449 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



AA 



DOCUMENT 
NO. 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUB- 
CLASS 



FILING 
DATE 



AB 



AC 



AD 



AE 



AF 



FOREIGN 



PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB- TRANSLATION 
CLASS YES NO 



AG 

"ah" 



Al 



64-47154 



2/21/89 



Japan 



abs 



AJ 



AK 



AL 



OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AM 









EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, wiiether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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:s Patent and Trademark Office 



^ Reason For Wlowance: i\. 



2.S- 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Boot 1450 

Alexandria. Virgiiua 22313-1450 
www.ufipto.gov 



OTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 



08/25/2003 



21171 7590 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
SUITE 700 

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



AUG % 3 Z003 



EXAMINER 



WILSON, YOLANDA L 



ART UNIT 



CLASS-SUBCLASS 



2184 

DATE MAILED: 08/25/2003 



714-002000 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/506,814 02/18/2000 
TITLE OF INVENTION: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 



Masahiro Ichimi 



122.1392 



8304 



APPLN. TYPE 



SMALL ENTITY 



ISSUE FEE 



PUBLICATION FEE 



TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 



DATE DUE 



nonprovisional 



NO 



$0 



$0 



$0 



11/25/2003 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOV^D FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION m Uffi MERITS ^ CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. IfflS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT M EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 



HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

L Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if 
required) and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above 
and notify the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the 
change in status, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enclose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 



IL PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and retumed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have aheady been paid. Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and retumed. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTAJST REMINDER: Utility pat^ts issuing on applications filed on or after Dec 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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PTOL-85 (Rev. 08/03) Approved for use through 04/30/2004. 



((( (^^si United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Booc 1450 

Alexandria, Virgima 22313-1450 
www.iisptD.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORJSfEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/506,814 



21171 



02/18/2000 



7590 08/25/2003 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
SUITE 700 

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



Masahiro Ichimi 



122.1392 



8304 



EXAMINER 



WILSON, YOLAKDA L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2184 

DATE MAE.ED: 08/25/2003 



Determination of Patent Term Extension under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed after June 7, 1995 but prior to May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Extension is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include an 
indication of the 0 day extension on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Extension is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1383. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 



PTOL-85 (Rev. 08/03) Approved for use through 04/30/2004. 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OfTice 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BoK 1450 

Alexandria, Viiginia 22513-14S0 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/506,814 


02/18/2000 


Ma&ahiro Ichimi 


122.1392 


8304 



21171 7590 08/25/2003 

staas&halseyllp 

SUITE 700 

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



EXAMINER 



WILSON, YOLANDA L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2184 

DATE MAILED: 08/25/2003 



Notice of Fee Increase on October 1, 2003 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after October 1, 2003, then the 
amount due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there will be an 
increase in fees effective on October 1, 2003. See Revision of Patent Fees for Fiscal Year 2004 ; Final Rule . 68 Fed 
Reg, 41532, 41533, 41534 (July 14, 2003). 

The current fee schedule is accessible from (http://www.uspto.gov/main/howtofees.htm). 

If the fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" but not the correct amount in view 
of the fee increase, a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant. In order to avoid processing 
delays associated with mailing of a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee," if the response to the Notice of Allowance 
is to be filed on or after October 1, 2003 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or after October 1, 2003), the 
issue fee paid should be the fee that is required at the time the fee is paid. If the issue fee was previously paid, and the 
response to the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a previously-paid issue fee to the 
issue fee now due, then the diflference between the issue fee amount at the time the response is filed and the 
previously-paid issue fee should be paid See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure . Section 1308.01 (Eighth 
Edition, August 2001). 

Effective October 1, 2003, 37 CFR 1.18 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) through (c) to read as set forth below. 
Section 1.18 Patent post allowance (including issue) fees, 
(a) Issue fee for issuing each original or reissue patent. 



except a design or plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. l-27(a)) $665.00 

By other than a small entity $1,330.00 

(b) Issue fee for issuing a design patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $240.00 

By other than a small entity $480,00 

(c) Issue fee for issuing a plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $320.00 

By other than a small entity $640.00 



Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center of the 
Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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ICHIMI. MASAHIRO 



- ThQ MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . M This communication is responsive to the ROE received on 8/6/03 . 

2. M The allowed daim(s) is/are l^fi. 

3. H The drawings filed on 18 February 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. IE Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) 13 All b)nSome* 0)0 None of the: 



International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application, THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No, . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the bacic) of 



9 □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be subnnitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 



each sheet. 
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2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4n Interview Summary (PTO-413). Paper No. . 
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8(3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No. 1 



Application/Control Number: 09/506,814 Page 2 

Art Unit: 21 84 

DETAILED ACTION 
Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reason for the allowance of claims 1-7 is the inclusion of the limitations wherein the 
communication control device dynamically assigns the part of the protocol layer 
functions to each of the layer control devices and wherein the layer control devices 
supporting the respective part of the protocol layer functions perform respectively 
assigned processing tasks in sequence. The primary reason for the allowance of claim 
8 is the inclusion of the limitations dynamically assigning the protocol layers to the 
respective layer control devices and performing operations of the assigned protocol 
layer by the layer control devices in sequence. These limitations are listed in there 
respective groups of claims. No prior art references included this limitation and it is seen 
as being nonobvious. This statement of reasons for allowance is based on the 
amendment, Paper Number 7 that was received on March 14, 2003. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Yolanda Wilson whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3298. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 



Application/Control Number: 09/506,814 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2184 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (703) 305-9713. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
746-7239 for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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APPLICANT(S): 
SERIAL NO: 
CONFIRMATION NO. 

TITLE: 

FILING DATE: 
DOCKET NO: 
DUE DATE: 



Masahiro ICHIMi 
9/506,814 
8304 

COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 
February 18, 2000 
122.1 392/CJG:rk 



RECEIVED 

SEP 1 0 2003 
Technology Center 2100 



Attorney Docket No. 122.1392 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Masahiro ICHIMI 

Application No.: 09/506,814 Group Art Unit: 2184 

Filed: Febmary 18, 2000 Examiner: Yolanda L Wilson 

For: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR § 1 .56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of 
the subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of 
record if it is deemed material to the examination of the subject application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

la. lEl Form PTO-1 449. 

lb. ^ Copies of IDS citations, 

1c. □ An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign 

application or a PCT International Search Report. 
1d. □ English language translation attached to each non-English language 

publication. 

1 e. □ Explanations of Relevancy of References (ATTACHMENT 1 (e), hereto) for 

providing a concise explanation of each non-English publication. 
If. □ List of Copending Applications (ATTACHMENT 1 (f), hereto). 
1g. □ List of Additional Submitted Documents (ATTACHMENT 1 (g), hereto). 

2. ^ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(b): 

{Check either Item 2a or 2b or 2c or 2d) 

2a. □ Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 

Continued Prosecution Application under § 1 .53(d); 
2b. □ Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 

§ 1.491 in an international application. 
2c. D Before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; or 
2d. ^ Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for 

Continued Examination under § 1.114. 
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Serial No,: 09/506.814 

3. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) after the period 

specified in paragraph 2 above but before the mailing date of any of a Final Office 
Action under § 1 .1 13, a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .31 1 or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution in the application, AND 

{Check either Item 3a or 3b; Item 3b to be checked if 
any reference known for more than 3 months) 

3a, □ The §1 .97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable; OR 
3b. □ The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1-1 7(p) is: 

□ enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No, 19-3935. 

4. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(d) after the period 

specified in paragraph 3 above, but on or before payment of the Issue Fee, AND 

4a. □ The § 1.97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable; AND 
4b. □ The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is: 

□ enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. 

5. □ Statement under § 1 .97(e) {applicable if Item 3a or Item 4a is checked) 

{Check either Item 5a or 5b) 

5a. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(1), it is stated that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement, 

5b. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(2), it is stated that no item of 

information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was known by any individual designated 
in §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

6. □ This is a continuation/divisional/continuation-in-part application under 37 CFR § 

1.53(b). 

{Check appropriate Items 6a and/or 6b) 

6a. □ Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which 

were previously cited in prior application Serial No, , filed on , and 

which is relied on for an earlier effective filing date for the subject 
application under 35 U.S.C. § 120, have been omitted pursuant to 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d). 

6b, □ Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which 

were not previously cited in prior application Serial No. , filed on , and 

which is relied on for an earlier effective filing date for the subject 
application under 35 U,S.C. § 120, are provided herewith. 
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7. □ This is a continuation/divisional application under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d) or a Request for 

Continued Examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 

{Check either Item 7a or 7b) 
7a. □ The Issue Fee has not been paid. 

7b. □ A Petition to Withdraw from issue under 37 CFR §1.31 3(c) is filed 
concurrently herewith or has been granted. A continuation/divisional 
application under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d) or a Request for Continued 
Examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, after payment of the Issue Fee, is 
proper in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.53(d)(1)(ii) or 37 CFR 1 .1 14(a). 
respectively. 

8. 13 This is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. 

{Check either Item 8a or 8b) 

8a. ^ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR § 

1 .97(f) supplements the Information Disclosure Statement filed on August 
6, 2003. A bona fide attempt was made to comply with 37 CFR § 1 .98. but 
inadvertent omissions were made. These omissions have been corrected 
herein. Accordingly, additional time is requested so that this Supplemental 
IDS can be considered as if properly filed on August 6. 2003, 

8b. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is timely filed within 
one (1) month of the Notice under 37 CFR § 1.97 and 1.98, mailed . 

9. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.98. a concise explanation of what is presently 

understood to be the relevance of each non-English language publication is: 

{Check appropriate Items 9a, 9b, 9c arid/or 9d) 

9a. □ satisfied because all non-English language publications were cited on the 
enclosed "English language version of the search report or action which 
indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office". (See MPEP 
§ 609. Minimum Requirements for an Information Disclosure Statement. 
Part A(3): Concise Explanation of Relevance. 8th Ed.) 

9b. O set forth in the application. 

9c. □ satisfied because an English language translation (abstract) is attached to 

each non-English language publication. 
9d. □ enclosed as Attachment 1(e). hereto. 

10. No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is. or is considered to 
be, material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other 
than search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a PCT Intemational 
Search Report, if submitted herewith). 37 CFR §§ 1 .97(g) and (h). 
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1 1 . The Commissioner Is authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any additional fee 
required under 37 CFR §1.17 for this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit 
Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Dated: St^pf , 9. 
1201 New Yirk Av^.. N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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DATE MAILED: 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 



This letter is responsive to an IDS filed by Applicant on September 10, 2003. Examiner has considered the reference filed in the IDS 
and included a signed copy of the IDS with this response. 




rtolanda L. Wilson 
^atent Examiner 
Art Unit 2113 
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APPLICANT(S): Masahiro ICHIMI 

SERIAL NO: 09/506,814 
CONFIRMATION NO. 8304 

TITLE: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 

FILING DATE: February 18, 2000 

DOCKET NO: 122.1392/CJG:rk 
DUE DATE: 




* k Attorney Docket No. 1 22. 1 392 

^^^v^^ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Masahiro ICHIMI 

Application No.: 09/506.814 Group Art Unit: 2184 

Filed: February 18, 2000 Examiner: Yolanda L Wilson 

For: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 ... - 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR § 1 .56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of 
the subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of 
record if it is deemed material to the examination of the subject application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this infomnation Disclosure Statement are: 

1a. lEl Form PTO-1 449. 
1b. S Copies of IDS citations. 

1c. □ An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign 

application or a PCT International Search Report. 
Id. □ English language translation (complete or relevant portion(s)) attached to 

each non-English language publication. 
1e. □ Explanations of Relevancy of References (ATTACHMENT 1 (e), hereto) for 

providing a concise explanation of each non-English publication. 
If. □ List of Copending Applications (ATTACHMENT 1 (f), hereto). 
1g. □ List of Additional Submitted Documents (ATTACHMENT 1(g), hereto). 

2. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(b): 

{Check either Item 2a or 2b or 2c or 2d) 

2a. □ Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 

Continued Prosecution Application under § 1.53(d); 
2b. □ Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 

§ 1.491 in an international application. 
2c. □ Before the mailing of a first Office Action'^on the merits; or 
2d. . □ Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination under § 1.114. 
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3. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) after the period 

specified in paragraph 2 above but before the mailing date of any of a Final Office 
Action under § 1 .1 1 3, a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .31 1 or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution in the application, AND 

{Check either Item 3a or 3b; Item 3b to be checked if 
any reference known for more than 3 months) 

3a. □ The §1 .97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable; OR 
3b. □ The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is: 

□ enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

4. ^ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(d) after the period 

specified in paragraph 3 above, but on or before payment of the Issue Fee, AND 

4a. □ The § 1 .97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable; AND 
^^4b. S the$180.00feesetforthin37C.F.R:ii:i7(p)is: 
^ enclosed. 

□ to be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

5. □ Statement under § 1 .97(e) (applicable if Item 3a or Item 4a is checked) 

{Check either Item 5a or 5b) 

5a. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(1 ), it is stated that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

5b. □ In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(2), it is stated that no item of 

information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was known by any individual designated 
in §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

6. □ This is a continuation/divisional/continuation-in-part application under 37 CFR § 

1.53(b). 

{Check appropriate Items 6a and/or 6b) 

6a. □ Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which 

were previously cited in prior application Serial No. , filed on , and 

which is relied on for an earlier effective filing date for the subject 
application under 35 U.S.C. § 120. have been omitted pursuant to 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d). 

6b. □ Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which 

were not previously cited in prior application Serial No. , filed on , and 

which is relied on for an earlier effective filing date for the subject 
application under 35 U.S.C. § 120. are provided herewith. 
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7. □ This is a continuation/divisional application under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d) or a Request for 
Continued Examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 

{Check either Item 7a or 7b) 
7a. O The Issue Fee has not been paid. 

7b. □ A Petition to Withdraw from issue under 37 CFR § 1 .31 3(c) is filed 

concurrently herewith or has been granted. A continuation/divisional 
application under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d) or a Request for Continued 
Examination under 37 CFR 1.114, after payment of the Issue Fee, is 
proper in accordance with 37 CFR § 1,53(d)(1)(ii) or 37 CFR 1.114(a), 
respectively. 

This is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. 

{Check either Item 8a or 8b) 

8a. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR § 

■ -1 ■97(f) supplements the Information Disclosure Statement filed on ; A 
bona fide attempt was made to comply with 37 CFR § 1 .98, but inadvertent 
omissions were made. These omissions have been corrected herein. 
Accordingly, additional time is requested so that this Supplemental IDS can 

be considered as if properly filed on . 

8b. □ This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is timely filed within 
one (1) month of the Notice under 37 CFR § 1 .97 and 1 .98, mailed . 

9. n In accordance with 37 CFR § 1,98, a concise explanation of what is presently 

understood to be the relevance of each non-English language publication is: 
{Check appropriate Items 9a, 9b, 9c and/or 9cl) 

9a. □ satisfied because all non-English language publications were cited on the 
enclosed "English language version of the search report or action which 
indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office". (See MPEP 
§ 609, Minimum Requirements for an Information Disclosure Statement, 
Part A(3): Concise Explanation of Relevance, 8th Ed.) 

9b. □ set forth in the application. 

9c. □ satisfied because an English language translation (complete or relevant 

portion(s)) is attached to each non-English language publication. 
9d. □ enclosed as Attachment 1(e), hereto. 

10. No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to 
be, material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other 
than search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a PCT International 
Search Report, if submitted herewith). 37 CFR §§ 1.97(g) and (h). 
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1 1 . The Commissioner is autiiorized to credit any overpayment or charge any additional fee 
required under 37 CFR §1.17 for this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit 
Account No. 19-3935. 

. Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Dated: I0//o/c?3 By: , (Xrny^ ^ juLn/r 

1201 New Ytrk Ave., N.W., Suite 700 Christine /dan Gilsdorf . 



Washington, D.C. 20005 Registration No. 43,635 

Telephone: (202) 434-1500 
-Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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FORM PTO-1449 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

122.1392 


APPUCATION NO. 

09/506,814 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Masahiro ICHIMI 


FILING DATE 

February 18, 2000 


GROUP ART UNIT 

2184 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




AA 
















AB 
















AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 















FOREIGN 



PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AG 


64-47154 


2/21/89 


Japan 






XX 






AH 


















Al 


















AJ 


















AK 


















AL 

















OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AM 









EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomiance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in confomiance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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P'ease Date Ster» 

Stamp and return 

^^^■checlc for $770.00 



SERIAL NO: 




'^asah/ro ICHIMI 
09/506.814 



TITLE: 



DOCKET NO; 
DUE OATH: 



■^^'""^O^ 18. 2000 
^22-1392/CJG:rk 
'^o^ember25.2003 





S&H Form: PTO/SB/30 (10/03) 



REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 

TRANSMITTAL 

(INCLUDING FILING FEE AND/OR PETITION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME FEE) 



Subsectton (b) of 35 U.S.C. §132, effective May 29, 2000 
provides for continued examination of a utility or plant application 
filed on or after June 8, 1995. 
See The American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA) 



To: Commissioner for Patents 
Box RCE 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Attorney Docl<et No.:122.1392 


First Named 
inventor 


Masahiro ICHII\^I 


Application No. 


09/506.814 


Group Art Unit 


2184 


Filing Date 


February 18, 2000 


Examiner 


Yolanda L. Wilson 


CPA Filing Date 




Confirmation No 


8304 


Title of Invention 


COMMUNICATiON CONTRO 


. DEVICE 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 of tlie above-identified 
application. 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R. §1.114 Is effective on May 29, 2000. If the above-identified appiication was filed prior to May 29. 2000. applicant may 
wish to consider filing a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 C.F.R. §1. 53(d) (PTO/SB/29) instead of a RCE to be eligible 
for the patent temn adjustment provisions of the AlPA. See Changes to Application Examination and Provisional Application Practice, 
Interim Rule. 65 Fed. Reg. 14865 (March 20, 2000). 1233 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 47 (Apr. 11, 2000), which established RCE practice. 



[Submission required under 37 C.F.R. §1,114 (Box a or b nnust be completed) 

a. ^ Previously submitted 

i. □ Consider the amendment(s)/rep!y under 37 C.F.R. §1.116 previously filed on 

(Any unentered amendment(s) referred to above will be entered). 

ii. □ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

lii. El Other IDS filed October 10. 2003 

b. □Enclosed 

i. □ Amendment/Reply 

11. □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 

iii. □ infonnation Disclosure Statennent (IDS) 

iv. □ Other 

2, 

[Miscellaneous 

a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. §1 03(c) for a period of 

months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i) required). 

b. □ Other 



© 2001 Staas & Halsey LLP 



[Page 1 of 2] 



BASIC FEE 



$ 



770.00 



Since an Official Action set an original due date of November 25. 2003 
petition is hereby made for an extension of time to cover the date this 
RCE is filed, for which the requisite fee is enclosed (1 month ($110); 
2 months ($420); 3 months ($950); 4 months ($1,480); 5 months 
($2.010)): 



0.00 



Suspension Fee ($130.00) 



0.00 



Total of above Calculations = 



Reduction by 50% for filing by small entity (Note 37 C.F.R. 1.9, 1 .27. 1 .28). 



770.00 



TOTAL FEES DUE = 



$ 



770.00 



4. □ Small entity status: 

a. □ Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status. 

b. □ A Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status was previously filed and such 

status is still proper and desired. 

c. □ is no longer claimed. 

5. □ Other: 



6. METHOD OF PAYMENT 



^ A check in the amount of $ $770.00 is enclosed. 

□ Charge "TOTAL FEES DUE" to Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. 
enclosed.) ^ 



(A duplicate copy of this form is 



7. GENERAL AUTHORIZATION 



^ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 (filing 
fees) or 37 C.F.R. 1.17 (processing fees) during the prosecution of this application and of any related application(s) claiming 
benefit hereof pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §120 to maintain pendency hereof and of any such related application to: 
Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



8. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



STAAS&HALSEYllp 



21171 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



9. SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OR AGENT REQUIRED 



NAME 



Christine Joan Gilsdorf 



REGISTRATION NO. 



43.635 



SIGNATURE 



-6— 



DATE 



\0jz^lo3 
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OTENT AND Trademark Office 



Reason For Allowance: ^-Z'^f 
Issue Fee Due; (^.z-^^ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



21171 



7590 06/02/2004 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
SUITE 700 
1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 



EXAMINER 



WILSON, YOLANDAL 



JUN 0 4 2004 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2113 

DATE MAILED: 06/02/2004 



1 APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCJCET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/506,814 


02/18/2000 


Masahiro Ichimi 


122.1392 


8304 



TITLE OF INVENTION: COMMUNICATION CONTROL DEVICE 



APPLN.TYPE 



SMALL ENTITY 



ISSUE FEE 



PUBLICATION FEE 



TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 



DATE DUE 



noDprovisionai 



NO 



$30 



$0 



$30 



09/02/2004 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION on IHE MERUS IS CLQSEQ. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 



I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

if the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if 
required) and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above 
and notify the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the 
change in status, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enciose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 



U. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have aheady been paid. Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: UtiUty patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Oflicc 
Addrtss: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uEpio.gav 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/506,814 



02/18/2000 



7590 



2U71 

STAAS&HALSEY LLP 
SUITE 700 

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



06/02/2004 



Masahiro Ichimi 



122.1392 



8304 



EXAMINER 



WILSON, YOLANDAL 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2113 

DATE MAILED: 06/02/2004 



9^ 



Determination of Patent Term Extension under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed after June 7, 1995 but prior to May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Extension is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include an 
indication of the 0 day extension on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Extension is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1383. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Wof /ce of 4//0 wa/wfey 


Application No. 

09/506,814 


Applicant(s) \(7 / 

ICHIMI, MASAHIRO 


Examiner 

Yolanda Wilson 


Art Unit 
2113 





r/ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address^- 

Ali daims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . H This communication is responsive to the rce received on 10-29-03 and en tered on 5/4/04. 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are US. 

3. H The drawings filed on IdFebmarv 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) 13 All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. (3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson*s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in tiie front (not the bacic) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1,121(d). 

7 □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. S Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 19 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/506,814 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2113 

DETAILED ACTION 
Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reason for the allowance of claims 1-7 is the inclusion of the limitations wherein the 
communication control device dynamically assigns the part of the protocol layer 
functions to each of the layer control devices and wherein the layer control devices 
supporting the respective part of the protocol layer functions perform respectively 
assigned processing tasks in sequence. The primary reason for the allowance of claim 
8 is the inclusion of the limitations dynamically assigning the protocol layers to the 
respective layer control devices and performing operations of the assigned protocol 
layer by the layer control devices in sequence. These limitations are listed in there 
respective groups of claims. No prior art references included this limitation and it is seen 
as being nonobvious. This statement of reasons for allowance is based on the 
amendment, Paper Number 7 that was received on March 14, 2003. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 1 0/1 0/2003 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because there is no certification 
under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). It has been placed in the application file, but the information 



Application/Control Number: 09/506,814 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2113 

referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that 
the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of 
submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the 
time of filing the statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 
37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609 H C(1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yolanda Wilson whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3298. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (703) 305-9713. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




ROBERT BEAUSOUEL ^ 
SUPERVISORY PATB^rr EXAMINER 
TKHN(0L08y CENTER 21 00 
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